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A.  GENERAL MANAGEMENT 

 
Our management style for October remains much the same as for September 2012.  This 

monthΩǎ report covers the period 29 September to 26 October 2012.  During October we have 

again concentrated in keeping the baboons out of town and trying to establish buffer zone 

boundaries around all the urban areas.   Next month we will start trying to establish virtual 

fences.   

 
B.  BABOON MANAGEMENT AND RAID REPORTING 

 
South Eastern Region ς Manager Ziggy Rode 

1. Smitswinkel Troop 

 

During the last month there were 15 incidences involving SWB3 that ranged from being in the 

ΨǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΩ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǇŜǘǎΣ ǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ 

and damaging property.  The 30th September, was particularly bad as he was involved in 4 raiding 

incidents in one day.  He raided a house with three occupants although the door had been left 

open and fruit was visible from the window.  He raided an occupied vehicle where the door was 

unlocked. He also broke a window at the Black Marlin restaurant and later stole some food from 

a woman standing outside her vehicle.  This all occurred between 11h45 and 15h00 that day.  

However we still believe that with active negative reinforcement we can rehabilitate him.  On 

two occasions during October he was actively followed and paintballed whenever he attempted 

to raid.  By actively following him we were able to deter him relatively quickly from raiding and 

he was moved quickly from the no-go areas. 

 

SWB4 also proves to be quite difficult to manage at times as he occasionally moves off into 

Murdock Valley on his own.   What has become evident is that there is constant competition 

between SWB4 and SWB3 and, depending on who wins the fight, the other one goes off on his 

own and raids.  SWB1 has only been involved in one incidence of raiding during the last month 

and has not been away from the troop.  Efforts are being made to be more active on the ground 

with radio tracking to prevent the raiding behaviour in the collared males. 

 

2. Waterfall Troop 

 

The Waterfall troop spends the majority of its time on the mountain behind the Waterfall 

Barracks.  Whenever the troop is in the residential area or at the Waterfall Barracks the rangers 

are able to push them out fairly quickly.  Raiding occurs mainly in the early morning before the 

field rangers arrive and in the late afternoon after the rangers have left. 
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Figure 1.  Raid Sheet ς Smitswinkel ς October 2012  

 

Two sub-adult males do occasionally enter the residential area and raid on their own.  The 

instances where they have entered a house have always been at a particular house in Barnard 

Street.  During October they gained access to the house through an open door but they have 

been reported entering through the dog flap before.   One of these males is untagged but needs 

to be tagged in order to collect more accurate data on both of the animals. 

 

Figure 2.  Raid Sheet ς Waterfall ς October 2012 
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3. Da Gama/Glencairn 

 

The big troop (BT) and small troop (ST) were apart for most of last month.  Several attempts 

ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {¢ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƭǎƛŜΩǎ tŜŀƪ ƻƴ 

approximately five occasions.  The ST slept mainly in the pines at the stables but also at Rotary 

Camp.  For the majority of the month it has been very difficult to push them. The rangers were 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ WŀŎƪΩǎ {ƘƻǇ ōǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ 

beyond there usually resulted in them running back.  From observations the ST is led either by 

DGF1 or DGF2 and they spent the majority of the time either on the mountain above the stables 

or in the alien vegetation behind De Villiers Way, Glencairn.  When they are in the thick alien 

vegetation pushing them becomes virtually impossible as the vegetation is too dense for rangers 

to move in effectively.   

 

The ST raided houses on only two occasions and on only one 

occasion was the raiding individual seen.  The residents of the 

house said that it was a young baboon that gained access 

through an open door and stole some fruit that was on the table 

in the kitchen.  On the second occasion the house was 

unoccupied and we found a window with a broken wooden 

frame, the fridge open and food lying around in the house.  We 

were not able to determine which individual had entered the 

house or how many were involved. 

   

Figure 3.  Broken window, 34 Gleneagle Road, Welcome Glen 

 

On 17 October, the decision was taken to capture DGF2 and keep the animal at the Westlake 

holding facility as DGF2 often hampered efforts to push the ST towards the BT by running away 

and calling the ST towards her.  The decision was reached as a result of observation on the 16th 

of October when the BT entered the sports field area and the ST had immediately moved 

towards DG6 and followed him, however DGF2 then ran up the mountain and called the ST away 

ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ WŀŎƪΩǎ {ƘƻǇ ŀǊŜŀΦ   

It was hoped that by keeping her in the holding facility it would give the rangers the opportunity 

to move the rest of the ST towards the BT.  Unfortunately the desired results were not achieved 

as it seemed that the lack of leadership simply resulted in the ST being more afraid of joining the 

BT.  As a result DGF2 was returned to the troop on 22 October.  Until 26th October it was only 

possible on two occasions to get the ST to sleep at the Naval Flats close to the BT. 

The ST currently consists of five adult females, three of them in oestrus at present.  Two females 

(DGF1 and another female) have juveniles that still occasionally suckle.  There are six juveniles of 

which four are males and two females. 
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During October the BT spent a significant amount of time in the mountain away from the 

residential area.  They still sleep at the Naval Flats for the majority of the time but on three 

occasions they slept in the mountain close to Misty Cliffs (see Figure 4).   

Several conflicts between DG1 and DG5 have occurred but DG5 seems to be winning more of the 

fights lately.  There is also a top down effect when DG1 loses the fights because he then fights 

with DG6.  DG1 and DG6 have sustained several injuries from fighting but the wounds on both of 

these animals are healing.  Unlike during September, DG6 has mostly remained with the BT and 

has not split off regularly as before. 

During October, a young male, DG7, started pushing away from the BT.  It appears that he wants 

to join the ST.  He has however, on three occasions, been breaking and entering houses and has 

broken windows.  We have not been able to establish the method he uses to break the windows. 

 

Figure 4. Sleep sites being utilized at Misty Cliffs by the Big Troop (BT) 

 

Births and Deaths 

No births or deaths took place in any of these troops during October. 
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Figure 5.  Raid Sheet ς Da Gama ς October 2012 

 

Comments and Observations 

DG7 was found at No. 11 Glenavon Road, Welcome 

Glen, feeding at what seems to be a feeding patch, on 4 

October. 

Figure 6. Feeding patch at 11 Glenavon Road. 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

a. Waste management at the Naval Barracks at Da Gama and Waterfall remains a serious issue 

and is hampering efforts to keep baboons out of the residential areas. 

b. Alien vegetation at Da Gama Park needs to be removed as soon as possible.  The almost 

impenetrable vegetation makes it impossible to herd the baboons and allows them easily to 

outflank the rangers. 
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South Western Region ς Manager Nick Shaw 

1. Groot Olifantsbos Troop 

The GOB troop has been in the Cape of Good Hope National Park for the month of October. The troop has 

moved between the areas of Groot Olifantsbos and the cliff site (C2) on the Bontebok ridge.  On eight 

occasions the troop moved towards the fence in an attempt to enter Scarborough at the picnic site area. 

The rangers were able to push the troop back to the cliff site on each occasion. The troop did not manage 

to enter Scarborough on any day in October. 

2. Misty Cliffs Splinter Troop 

The Misty Cliffs troop spent most of October at the Misty Cliffs roost site (C1). The rangers attempted on 

a number of occasions to push the troop across the mountain behind Scarborough and into the Cape of 

Good Hope National Park. For the most part they were unsuccessful.  

¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǇƘŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ΨMCF1Ω ŀƴŘ the sub-ŀŘǳƭǘ ΨMC2Ω ǿƘƻ 

refused to be pushed far from the Misty Cliffs/Scarborough area. They broke away from the troop to 

head back to the cliffs above Misty Cliffs where they barked constantly for the troop to come back and 

Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ 

not able to push them any further as the alpha male always wanted to go ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨMCF1Ω ŀƴŘ 

ΨMC2Ω ǿŜǊŜΦ   

On the 24th we doubled the number of rangers and pushed the troop over the mountain at Misty Cliffs. 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ΨMCF1Ω ŀƴŘ ΨMC2Ω ŦǊƻƳ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΦ .ȅ муΥлл ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ 

managed to push the troop into the Park and to the Bontebok cliff roost site (C2) where they have held 

since.  On the 25th the GOB troop came across from the Groot Olifantsbos area and the two troops spent 

the night in the same area. Since then the two troops have interacted frequently with only minor 

confrontations between the two alpha males. 

October Raids: 

On the 1st hŎǘƻōŜǊ ΨMCF1Ω ŀƴŘ Ψa/нΩ raided an occupied house in Daisy Rd.  

The most serious raid occurred on the 3rd of the month. Mrs Turner from 70 Old Camp Rd reported that 
GOB5 pushed a door open as she was closing it and proceeded to push her out the way as he entered the 
house. He was very aggressive towards her and did a lot of damage in the house.  

On the 5th October ΨGOB5Ω ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ .ŜŀŎƘ wŘΣ {Ŏŀrborough. 

On the 15th October a dog at ƴƻ мм 5ŀƛǎȅ wŘ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ΨMC2Ω ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŀƴŘ ōƛǘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ 
required a number of stitches following the attack.  

On the 23rd October ΨGOB5Ω ǊŀƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ hƭŘ /ŀƳǇ wŘΦ  

On the 26th September GOB5 raided no 9 Old Camp Rd by forcing the window open.  

On the 30th {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ΨGOB5Ω ŀƴŘ ΨMC2Ω ǊŀƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ hƭŘ /ŀƳǇ wŘ ōȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
unlocked door.  



Human Wildlife Solutions: Monthly Report: October 2012 

 

 

Page 8 of 20        2012/12/07 02:25 PM  

During this month the troop entered into the urban areas 13 times and there were a number of bin raids 

each time.  The troop spent a total of just over 12 hours in the urban areas. 

Figure 8. Raid Information Sheet  Misty Cliffs ς October 2012 

 

Figure 9. Misty Cliffs Troop Roost Sites for October 2012 
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Comments and Observations 

During the month of October there have been a number of serious raids on occupied and unoccupied 

ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ aƛǎǘȅ /ƭƛŦŦǎΣ ōȅ ΨDh.рΩ ŀƴŘ Ψa/нΩΦ hƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ΨDh.рΩ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

on one occasion he physically pushed a resident and demonstrated very aggressive behaviour towards 

the resident.  

There have been reports from residents that as soon as the rangers leave the area at the end of their shift 

the troop leaves the cliff roost site to raid Misty Cliffs almost every day. The rangers have tried many 

ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀōƻǾŜ aƛǎǘȅ /ƭƛŦŦǎ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ψa/CмΩ ŀƴŘ Ψa/нΩ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

follow the troop they were not able to push them as far as they would have liked to.  

Since the troop has been held in the Park at the Bontebok roost site (C2), the GOB troop has moved into 

and has occupied the same cliff site. There has been some interaction between the troops and they seem 

to tolerate each other being in the same area which is a positive development as it was unclear whether 

the Misty Cliffs troop would remain at the cliff site if the GOB troop decided to move across from the 

Groot Olifantsbos area.  

 

3. Slangkop Troop 

 
The Slangkop troop spent the month of September in the Ocean View/Compass Bakery area, making use 

of the two sleeping sites in these areas. The Ocean View roost site (C2) is located at the pine trees above 

Ocean View and the Compass Bakery roost site (C3) is located at the cliffs overlooking Compass Bakery. 

The management strategy for these areas is threefold: 
  

a. To prevent the troop from entering Ocean View from the C2 roost site.  

b. To prevent the troop from crossing Kommetjie Rd into the Compass Bakery property and 
LƳƘƻŦŦΩǎ DƛŦǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ /о Ǌƻƻǎǘ ǎƛǘŜΦ  

c. To prevent the troop from moving north from the C3 roost site and into the Capri residential 
areas.  

 
The most challenging management issue faced by the rangers is the splintering of this troop into two and 

having to manage two separate troops on any given day. TK5 is responsible for this splinter troop. He 

regularly breaks away from the troop with three of four females and a couple of juveniles. He will either 

break away to head down to and across Kommetjie Rd where the troop will raid the Compass Bakery or 

LƳƘƻŦŦΩǎ DƛŦǘΣ ƻǊ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ /ŀǇǊƛ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭƻƭŜ Game Reserve fence line.  

Each time the splinter troop breaks away from the main troop the rangers have to halve the team, which 

makes managing both troops very difficult. If the splinter troop makes its way across Kommetjie Rd the 

supervisor has to allocate three rangers to man the troop, two rangers to wave down traffic with flags 

and one ranger to push the troop back across the road. This leaves one ranger to manage the main troop 

which is very challenging and this is most often when the troop is able to break the line to enter into the 

Capri/Imhoff/Compass Bakery areas. 

In the month of October DG6 joined TK5 and his splinter troop on a number of raids. Previously he would 

stay with the main troop and was easier to manage and as a result was not able to raid as much as he has 

in October.   
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On the 10th October TK5 led the splinter troop and the main troop to the cliffs between Misty Cliffs and 

the Soetwater turn off. The whole troop spent the night there and in the morning TK5 entered into Misty 

Cliffs. The rangers were able to prevent his splinter troop from following and he was pushed out soon 

afterwards. No raiding took place. The whole troop then made their way to the dam above Da Gama Park 

and then back to the Ocean View roost site in the evening.   

October Raids:  

During the period 29th September to 26th October both troops managed to cross Kommetjie Rd and enter 

the Compass Bakery and Municipal dump site on six separate occasions and raided bins on both sites. 

Most of the raids were due to the splinter troop breaking away from the main troop.  

On the 3rd an unidentified sub-adult male stole a bag containing food from a woman leaving the Compass 

Bakery shop. 

Both troops entered into Capri Village on the 8th and raided bins that were not collected on time due to 

strike action. 

The split troop entered Capri Village on the 12th and 16th.  

On the 16th TK5 together with DG6 entered an occupied house at 67 Capri Drive.  

On the 20th TK5 raided an occupied house in Ocean View. 

On the 25th DG6 raided an occupied house in Ocean View and stole food from a bag that the resident was 

holding.  

In total the troop raided 11 times and spent 8 hours and 25 minutes in the urban areas.  

Figure 10. Raid Information Sheet ς  Slangkop - October 2012 

Comments and Observations 

The management of the splinter troop is the biggest challenge the rangers face on an almost daily basis. 

The strategy employed to deal with this is to keep the troop together for as much of the time as possible.  
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The rangers are not always successful in doing this as the splinter troop moves very quickly to out-flank 

them and results in the line having to spread out over a wide area which then makes it much easier for 

the main and splinter troops to break through. This is how most of the line breaks occur.  With SK3 joining 

this splinter troop, the raiding done by these individuals has increased for each time they have broken the 

line. 

The restricted access to the Solole Game Reserve makes it difficult to maintain a buffer zone along the 

urban edge. It is from here that the troops most often gain access into Capri. The thick stands of alien 

vegetation on the mountain between the C3 roost site and the area above Capri makes it difficult to 

manage the troop and maintain a buffer zone above the urban edge. The troop uses this thick vegetation 

as cover to move close to the urban edge and enter Capri from the mountain or through Solole Reserve. 

The lack of an adequate water supply on the mountains in this area means that the troop often accesses 

the municipal waste water treatment facility behind Compass Bakery. As summer approaches it is very 

likely that the troop will be forced to seek out this only source of water more frequently which will make 

the management of the troop very difficult and will mean that the strategy of maintaining a buffer zone 

between the mountain and Kommetjie Rd will be very difficult. The troop has visited the Kleinplaas Dam 

above Da Gama Park once this month but that required them to enter into the areas occupied by the Da 

Gama troops which caused friction between the two troops. 

 

Figure 11. Slangkop Troop Roost Sites October 2012 

Births and Deaths 

There were no births or deaths recorded for the month of October. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The strategy for the next month will be to hold the Misty Cliffs troop at the C2 cliff site for as long as 

possible to allow them to become comfortable in the Park. We will closely monitor the interaction 

between the two troops when they are occupying the same area.  

With regard to the Slangkop troop and with summer fast approaching it will be necessary to investigate 

the possibility of providing the troop with an artificial water source on the mountain close to the C3 roost 

site. This will reduce the urgency for the troop to access water at the municipal treatment plant or in the 

residential areas.  The alien vegetation on the mountain above Capri should be removed to allow for 

better access to areas above Capri and to aid in maintaining the buffer zone.  

 
North Region ς Manager Stefan Theron 

1. Zwaanswyk Troop 

The Zwaanswyk troop has, for the majority of the month, been ranging quite close by to the 

Tokai main troop with the troops shadowing each other on the levels of TMNP and even merging 

on infrequent occasions. The main sleeping sites during the course of the month were either the 

pine stands behind the SANParks tea garden, the pine stand behind the Woody Owl Guest House 

cottage or the upper plantations close to the Zwaanswyk area. 

 

Earlier in the month most of the raiding activity took place in the northern sector concentrated 

in the Zwaanswyk Road area. This was attributed to TK 21 and TK 22, large robust males from the 

Tokai main troop which moved into the Zwaanswyk troop and mated with females.  No 

infanticide was reported. These actions resulted in splitting the troops up again after they had 

merged with the Tokai main troop for approximately two weeks in mid-September.  

 

This raiding behaviour was recorded in the Zwaanswyk troop raid sheet in September 2012, as 

they were ranging exclusively with this troop and assumed the roles of alpha males. Their 

crossover into the Zwaanswyk small troop resulted in them spending a lot of time in this troopΩǎ 

home range next to the Zwaanswyk electric fence.  

 

We initially observed them scouting up and down the fence on multiple occasions. At first they 

accessed upper Zwaanswyk road by crossing over through the tree canopies of very large gum 

trees close to the concrete reservoir. They primarily used these trees to access Zwaanswyk road 

for a week of raiding and these males attempted to raid multiple times per day even after 

encountering solid resistance from baboon rangers stationed at these trees.  

 

After consistent resistance from rangers at upper Zwaanswyk Road and the prompt removal of 

the gum tree branches by contractors (through the fence management team) on the 1st of 

October 2012, these males made an effort to access the bottom of Zwaanswyk Road. They made 

a break for it at high speed and, as a baboon can outrun a human quite easily, it required, in 

some instances, up to five rangers pushing with the use of paintball markers to deter them from 

the crossing the 200 meter buffer zone.  
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Their raiding style intensified and they were soon entering occupied houses and showing 

aggressive behaviour to obtain delectable food from human kitchens, fruit/vegetable gardens 

and household refuse. They tried to steer clear of the rangers stationed at the entrance of 

Zwaanswyk Road by flanking away from them into the forest glade residential complex on 

numerous oŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŀƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ {!btŀǊƪǎΩǎ 

property, Chrysalis Academy and Porter Estate. On three occasions both of them had two 

followers from the troop and led them into the urban area. The followers were a young male, TK 

23 which has subsequently been tagged red/orange and collared, and a female with a circular 

red research disc tag. This was not conducive to good management, because it indicated that the 

raiding behaviour was being taught to other troop members that were following these males on 

their raiding excursions.  

 

Even if the troop was ranging high on level 4 of Table Mountain National Park (TMNP), these 

males came down the mountain, over quite a considerable distance, to raid on several occasions. 

It was not a new phenomenon for these males to be serial raiders as their behaviour had been 

confirmed for at least the last two years by senior rangers employed by the previous service 

providers. TK 21 and TK 22 where consequently removed on the 10th of October 2012.  

 

TK 23 raided on the 20th of October as a result of a gate being left open by horse riders.   Because 

he is an inexperienced raider, however, the rangers soon managed to chase him back with 

minimal effort. In the meantime HWS field staff obtained a remote for the gate from the 

Zwaanswyk Fence Management to enable us to chase baboons back out of the gates, whenever 

they are confined within the Zwaanswyk urban area.  Although TK 23 is not a threat as 

household raider, he has been observed by rangers, on four different occasions during this 

month alone, approaching and grabbing food from hikers on the SANParks hiking trails.   This 

behaviour must be discouraged with aversive conditioning. 

 

Figure 12. Raid sheet for the Zwaanswyk troop ς October 2012 
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2. Tokai Main Troop 

 

In general, this troop has been relatively stable during October. For the majority of the month 

the troop has been ranging in close proximity to the Zwaanswyk troop on the upper levels of 

TMNP. Raiding behaviour has been minimal and the individual males, TK 9 and TK 24, have 

responded well to consistent paintball deterrents on the urban buffer zone when the troop has 

come down to forage on the vegetation area between the Chrysalis Academy and The Range.  

However, they are not to be underestimated because they are seasoned, calculating raiders that 

know the urban area well. What is counting in their favour however is the fact that neither of 

them leaves the troop for longer than an hour at a time.  According to hotline reports, if they do 

manage to get through the boundary and raid, they have only been involved in the raiding of 

bins and not more aggravating behaviour such as raiding houses or vehicles.  

 

Both of these males serve important roles within the troop as TK 9 is the alpha male and TK 24 is 

a high ranking coalition male. This month here has only been the odd conflict between humans 

and baboons on {!btŀǊƪǎΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ /ƘǊȅǎŀƭƛǎ !cademy and the Porter Estate.  However, 

because this area is a mosaic of predominantly plantation forests, fynbos and human habitation 

and lies between the urban edge and the mountain, it is highly utilized by both humans and 

baboons.  Conflict is therefore inevitable and needs to be managed in order to reduce incidents. 

 

Figure 13. The delineation of raiding localities over the past three months according to hotline 

call reports for the Zwaanswyk-Tokai area. 
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Figure 14. The plotted delineation of raiding localities over the past three months according to 

hotline call reports for the Tokai-Constantia hills area (no reports in October). 

 

Figure 15. Raid sheet for the Tokai main troop ς October 2012. 
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3. Constantia Troop 

Baboon management in the area involves Constantia Vineyards Staff working in conjunction with 

our Baboon Management Rangers, which has effectively curbed the movement of baboons into 

the urban area. The finalization of construction of the Constantia electric fences during 

November should further ensure the effective prevention of baboon invasions and conflict in the 

urban area. The access points for baboons into the urban area will be more restricted and will 

therefore reduce the area that needs to be covered and monitored which would therefore allow 

baboon rangers to be more effective.  

 

Figure 16.  The delineation of raiding localities over the past three months according to hotline 

call reports for the Constantia area. 

The troop has shown an inclination to split up on occasions during the day, but they still end up 

roosting together at night. The raiding behaviour which occurred was mainly when the troop was 

in the proximity of upper Price Drive on Table Mountain National Park land.  Then some males 

took the opportunity to go raiding.  This gave them access to the back of the large properties on 

Bellair Avenue. Three males TK 11, TK 19 and TK 25 raided on a couple of occasions. These 

animals are experienced raiders and are difficult to deter or out-manoeuvre in attempts to 

prevent them from raiding. They mainly raided the fruit/vegetable gardens and household 

refuse, but there was also a report of one of them being chased out of an open building. 


