Baboons have played an integ e ecology of ; on
for the last two million yea > currently the only moderate-large
bodied seed disperser oughou Cape  Peninsula. y act as
pollinators, aerate soilS and create abitats through their foraging
behaviour. They even influence the evol of hill slopes throq‘ﬁ ir
role in rock displacement. Read on to lea re. -
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Baboons play an important role in seed dispersal. It has been shown that many
species of seeds are able to survive the baboon digestive tract and germination of
certain plant species has even been shown to be enhanced through this process.
Baboons can cover large distances between consuming a plant and eliminating the
seed through their faeces. This helps to increase local genetic diversity by dispersing
seeds to areas far from the parent plant.

Rock displacement is an integral trait of baboon foraging behaviour, which allows them
to access otherwise inaccessible food. Baboons have been described as potential
zoogeomorphic agents due to the way in which their behaviour of manipulating and
turning over rocks modifies the landscape in their ranging areas. Displacing rocks as a
foraging tactic enables baboons to increase their intake of invertebrates which provide
an excellent source of dietary protein. Through displacing rocks baboons also transform
the local microhabitat landscape and possibly influence hypolithic (under rock)
invertebrate community dynamics.

Baboons access different food types by digging at various depths. Food items such
as roots, rhizomes, insects, and seeds typically require shallow digging or soil
surface scraping, while obtaining tubers and bulbs requires relatively deep holes.
Digging helps loosen the soil and increase oxygen availability to microorganisms
and burrowing animals. It also helps to distribute nutrients and, in some cases,
promote root growth. Additionally, freshly dug or scraped soil can create
microhabitats that increase the opportunity for wind-blown seeds to take root.

Baboons likely also aid in the cross pollination of plants. During foraging their
hands, faces and hair are often covered in pollen, which is then transferred to
other flowers as they move. Baboons also break up plants whilst eating, dropping
plant parts that then become accessible to smaller animals that could not

have accessed the plant material themselves.

Baboons play a pivotal role in seed-dispersal and potential
seed-germination of fynbos post-fire. Baboons are often -
seen in newly burnt areas foraging on seeds and other
foods exposed by the burning process. After initial seeds
dwindle, baboons continue to consume various plant
species at each stage of regrowth.

As you can see, baboons play a
significant role in the ecosystem,
the full extent of which is still
understudied.
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