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Please phone the City’s dedicated baboon hotline to 
alert us to the presence of baboons in the urban area, 
to report people feeding or harming baboons or if you 
spot injured baboons

baboon 
hotline

071 588 6540

DIMINISHED ROLE IN THE ECOSYSTEM
Locally baboons serve as the only large-bodied seed disperser and play a 
vital role in the survival of our fynbos. In the absence of their ecological 
services (as a result of a shifted focus on supplementary feeding), the 
fynbos is likely to suffer. “In order to reduce conflict between people 
and baboons, we need to focus on removing their access to human-
derived foods from houses and bins. This will encourage baboons to 
spend more time foraging naturally in the fynbos and fulfilling their 
ecological role.”

INCREASED INTRATROOP AGGRESSION
Supplementary feeding impacts baboon social behaviour. Rates of 
aggression amongst troop members increase in response to calorie 
rich foods in concentrated areas. Baboons have a very strict hierarchy 
which dictates troop feeding behaviour. Feeding stations are thus not 
only likely to feed a few of the top-ranking baboons but also cause 
an elevated level of aggression and increased rates of injury amongst 
troop members. 

INCREASED BIRTH RATE
Provisioned baboons have more offspring in their lifetime than 
natural feeding baboons. Females with access to high calorie foods 
reach sexual maturity sooner,  wean their infants faster and become 
pregnant again in a shorter period of time . Disrupting the natural 
population balance by contributing to a baboon population increase, 
particularly in an area of human-baboon tension, is not in the best 
interest of baboons or residents.
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IS IT NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ADDITONAL FOOD IN 
THE NATURAL AREAS FOR BABOONS? 
This question is frequently asked by residents concerned that baboons 
visit urban areas because they do not have enough food in the natural 
areas. The Cape Peninsula baboon troops have access to natural food 
throughout their ranging areas and at this stage there is no evidence 
to suggest that they require supplemental feeding. There is significant 
evidence however to show that baboons are drawn to town because 
of high calorie human-derived food rewards present there. 
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