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The Cape Baboon Partnership is a collaboration between Shark Spotters and the Cape Peninsula Baboon Management Joint Task Team
(CPBMJTT) consisting of the City of Cape Town, SANParks, and CapeNature who provide funding and strategic support to the programme for the
implementation of the Cape Peninsula Baboon Strategic Management Plan.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

ii Introduction | Monthly Highlights

Following the Monthly Highlights, Baboon Troop Areas and Troop by Troop sections, the report
includes additional sections on: a) Assessing Effectiveness, b) Education Initiatives, c) Stakeholder
Engagement and d) Mortalities & Other Welfare Concerns.

This month SK13, an adult male baboon from the Slangkop Troop was seen with a weeping abscess on his
cheek. Baboons typically heal very quickly, so when SK13’s wound was not fully healed after a few weeks of
monitoring, the Cape Baboon Partnership and the Cape of Good Hope SPCA agreed that the best option was
to capture him for a proper assessment. One of the main concerns was the possibility of a tooth root abscess,
a painful condition caused by dental disease.

SK13 was captured by the Cape Baboon Partnership team and taken to the Cape of Good Hope SPCA for
treatment. Veterinary examination showed no signs of dental disease but rather a penetrating wound to his
cheek. Full-body x-rays also revealed something disturbing: numerous pellets from air rifles scattered
throughout his body, including one in his face, which is believed to be the origin of the cheek wound. His
abscess was cleaned and treated by SPCA veterinarians. He was given antibiotics and pain relief, and kept
overnight at the SPCA Wildlife Department for observation. Early the next morning, he was collected again
and released back with his troop. He has since made a full recovery. 

The weeping abscess on SK13's cheek (left) and his x-rays revealing numerous pellet gun bullets (right).

The use of pellet guns on baboons in the Cape Peninsula is a violation of the following legislation:
Section 120(7) of the Firearms Control Act 60 of 2000

Nature Conservation Ordinance 19 of 1974
Animals Protection Act No. 71 of 1962

Anyone privy to illegal activity should contact the Baboon Hotline at 071 588 6540 for guidance.



Cape Baboon Partnership is responsible for the management of 12 baboon troops on the Cape
Peninsula. These include 6 troops in the North - between Tokai and Constantia, and 6 troops in
the South, from Kommetjie, around the Peninsula to Da Gama Park. CBP does not manage the
Plateau Road troop or any of the troops inside the Cape Point Reserve.

This map shows the distribution of the baboon troops on the Cape Peninsula. The grey shaded
area shows the extent of land use historically recorded for the troops. In reality, the troops
generally use a much smaller area within this as their home range.

The red area indicates where their home range overlaps with urban areas, and therefore the
areas where conflict most often occurs.

Troop abbreviations:

Northern Troops
CT2 - Constantia 2  Troop
CT1 - Constantia 1 Troop
MT1 - Mountain 1 Troop
MT2 - Mountain 2 Troop
TK - Tokai Troop
ZW - Zwaanswyk Troop

Southern Troops
SK - Slangkop Troop
DG - Da Gama Troop
GOB - Groot Olifantsbos Troop
WF - Waterfall Troop
SF - Seaforth Troop
SWB - Smitswinkel Bay Troop
PR - Plateau Road Troop (not
managed by CBP)

iii Introduction | Baboon Troop Areas

Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

Since 2012, service providers appointed through the City of Cape Town’s tender process have
reported against a standard metric—“Time Out of Town” (TOOT)—which measures the
percentage of daylight hours that baboon troops and individuals spend outside urban areas.
TOOT has served as the primary indicator for monitoring performance against contractual
key performance indices to limit baboon presence in the City’s urban landscape. 

Because the previous programme did not apply on SA Navy land, wine farms, or large
smallholdings, time spent on those properties was excluded—even when they fall within the
urban boundary. This could inflate TOOT and obscure the reality of on-the-ground conflict.
Public understanding was also complicated by the definitions used: a “troop” meant 50% + 1
of its members together, while “individuals” covered any presence from 1 up to 49% of the
troop.

Under the new collaborative approach between CBP and the three CPBJTT parties, we are
reviewing these metrics. Alongside the traditional TOOT, we propose an additional outcome-
focused indicator: counting the number of days with any baboon presence in urban areas
(including areas outside City-owned land), regardless of group size. This aligns with the
programme’s goal of “no baboons in urban areas,” supporting baboon welfare and reducing
community conflict. A single, persistent raiding baboon can have greater community impact
than a troop passing quickly through; a presence/absence measure captures this more
objectively.

Our new report format also compares the TOOT for each troop’s current month with the
average for the same month in the previous five years (2020 - 2025). This highlights
meaningful year-on-year changes and avoids seasonal noise that can distort month-to-month
comparisons.

Introduction | Assessing Effectiveness: A Review in Progress

These metrics are a work in progress and will evolve
as we learn. We welcome feedback from readers on
their perception of the new metrics, or other
proposed means to measure the effectiveness of the
programme and levels of conflict between humans
and baboons in urban areas.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

CT2

NEW METRIC

The troop used the De Hel trees as their
preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITES
Three rangers are assigned to manage  
the CT2 Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the CT2 Troop. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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OLD METRIC

SUCCESSES AND
CHALLENGES

Figure 1: The time out of town for the CT2 Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Northern | Constantia 2

March was a relatively uneventful month for
the CT2 troop.

The troop spent most of the month in De
Hel reserve and Cecelia Forest. They entered
Constantia Glen farm to forage on grapes
but were pushed out of the property into
the urban area by farm staff.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

CT1

NEW METRIC

The troop used the Pear Lane trees as their
preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESFive rangers are assigned to manage  
the CT1 Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the CT1 Troop. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the CT1 Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Northern | Constantia 1

March was a relatively uneventful month for the
CT1 troop.

Chestnut trees on properties along Pear Lane
served as a significant attractant to the troop this
month. Grapes on Constantia Glen and Eagles’
Nest farms were also attractants. When the troop
entered the farms, they were pushed out and
into the urban area by farm staff.
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MT1
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NEW METRIC

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

The troop used the Vodacom Tower trees as
their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITES

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the MT1 Troop. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the MT1 Troop
compared to the time out of town for individuals in the

month of March 2026.

Troop Report | Northern | Mountain 1

Three rangers are assigned to manage
the MT1 & MT2 troops from sunrise to
sunset each day. Changes to shift start
and end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

The troop foraged on grapes on the
Buitenverwachting farm. Males from the troop
interacted with Tokai troop males. No
significant injuries were seen. 

Staff access to Chrysalis Academy has been
reinstated following positive engagements
with property management. This will assist
with operations for this troop.
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MT2
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NEW METRIC

The troop used The Range trees as their
preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESThree rangers are assigned to manage
the MT1 & MT2 troops from sunrise to
sunset each day. Changes to shift start
and end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 

BABOON PRESENCE 

OLD METRIC

SUCCESSES AND
CHALLENGES

Troop Report | Northern | Mountain 2

The troop foraged on grapes on Constantia
Uitsig and Buitenverwachting farms. Males from
the troop interacted with Tokai troop males. No
significant injuries were seen. 

Staff access to Chrysalis Academy has been
reinstated following positive engagements
with property management. This will assist
with operations for this troop.
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NEW METRIC

The troop used the Manor House pines as
their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESFive rangers are assigned to manage  
the Tokai and Zwaanswyk troops from
sunrise to sunset each day. Changes to
shift start and end times are made
regularly to accommodate for seasonal
shifts in daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the ZW Troop. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the ZW Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Northern |Zwaanswyk 

Staff access to Chrysalis Academy has been
reinstated following positive engagements with
property management. This will assist with
operations for this troop.

The troop foraged on grapes on
Buitenverwachting farm.
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Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

The troop slept exclusively at the Picnic site
trees this month.

SLEEP SITES

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the TK Troop. 
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TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the TK Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Troop Report | Northern |Tokai

Five rangers are assigned to manage  
the Tokai and Zwaanswyk troops from
sunrise to sunset each day. Changes to
shift start and end times are made
regularly to accommodate for seasonal
shifts in daylight hours. 

There were a few interactions between Tokai
males and males from MT1 and MT2 troops. No
significant injuries were seen. Young adult male
TK74 began spending time away from the troop.

Staff access to Chrysalis Academy has been
reinstated following positive engagements
with property management. This will assist
with operations for this troop. 

Individuals accessed unsecured bins at Tokai
picnic.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

NEW METRIC

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

The troop used the Da Gama flats rooftops as
their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESFive rangers are assigned to manage  
the DG Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the DG Troop. 

RANGERS

NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the DG Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Da Gama

Subadult male DG22 and alpha male DG20
were involved in a minor fight over
dominance.

Individual baboons accessed three
unoccupied houses this month. Two incidents
occured in Da Gama Park and one in Welcome
Glen.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

NEW METRIC

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

The troop used the Heron Park trees
as their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESSeven rangers are assigned to manage the
SK Troop from sunrise to sunset each day.
Changes to shift start and end times are
made regularly to accommodate for
seasonal shifts in daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the SK Troop. 
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NOTABLE EVENTS

TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the SK Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Slangkop

Adult male SK13 was captured and treated for a
unresolved cheek wound at the Cape of Good Hope
SPCA. Read more in this month’s highlights above.

Children from Ocean View threw stones and other
projectiles at the troop but were quickly stopped by the
rangers. The children were identified and their families
were contacted.

Unsecured waste sources at the construction site of Sea
Breeze housing development in Ocean View continues
to attract individual baboons. Engagement with
management is underway.

The high number of males in the troop contributes to
frequent fighting and subsequent splitting of the troop
into numerous small groups. 
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The troop slept in two separate groups on 5 occasions
this month with preferred sleeping sites along the roofs
of buildings on Footpath cliffs and the Greenpoint cliffs.
Both groups sleeping sites are reported on the graph
below.

SLEEP SITESEight rangers are assigned to manage  
the WF Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the WF Troop. 
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TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the WF Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Waterfall

WF15 continued to lead a small group of
approximate 6 individuals and broke a
window to gain access to a house.

The troop slept more cohesively this
month and predominantly at natural sleep
sites. This is a significant change to recent
months.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

NEW METRIC

The troop used the East Yard buildings as
their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITESFour rangers are assigned to manage  
the SF Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the SF Troop. 
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TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the SF Troop compared
to the time out of town for individuals in the month of

March 2026

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Seaforth

Adult female SFF1 and SWB13 were
involved in a dog attack. SFF1 sustained
injuries but has since made a full recovery.

The troop continued to use roofs of
buildings in the Navy Headquarters as their
preferred sleep site this month.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

NEW METRIC

The troop used the Rocklands Farm cliffs as
their preferred sleeping site.

SLEEP SITES
Four rangers are assigned to manage  
the SWB Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the SWB Troop. 
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TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 
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Figure 1: The time out of town for the SWB Troop
compared to the time out of town for individuals in the

month of March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Smitswinkel Bay

CBP and the Shark Spotters Education
team met with Rocklands Centre
management to discuss future
educational programmes at the centre.

Young adult males SWB14 and SWB15
pushed to enter the urban area on
numerous occasions. This presented
considerable challenges to the
management of the troop this month.
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Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

NEW METRIC

The troop used the Wildschutsbrand
trees as their preferred sleeping
site. 

SLEEP SITESFour rangers are assigned to manage  
the GOB Troop from sunrise to sunset
each day. Changes to shift start and
end times are made regularly to
accommodate for seasonal shifts in
daylight hours. 

Figure 3: Frequency of sleeping site use by the GOB Troop. 
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TIME OUT OF TOWN
The TOOT measures the percentage of daylight
hours that baboon troops and individuals spend
outside urban areas. 

BABOON PRESENCE 

OLD METRIC

SUCCESSES AND
CHALLENGES

Figure 1: The time out of town for the GOB Troop
compared to the time out of town for individuals in the

month of March 2026.

Figure 2:  Baboon presence in town during the month of
March 2026.

Troop Report | Southern |Groot Olifantsbos

Groups of children from the Red Hill community were seen
chasing and throwing rocks at baboons during the school
holidays. Plans for an educational event for children in this area
was made.

The illegal use of a drone being used to film the troop was noted.
The drone operator hurriedly left the area when approached by
the field team.

The tracking collar continues to assist the team in managing the
troop. However, males in the troop have been competing for
dominance, leading to the splitting of the troop into smaller
groups. This occasionally results in baboons from the group
without the collared male entering Scarborough. 
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vii Supporting Information | Education Initiatives

Key Discussion Points with Residents in Baboon Ranging Areas

Legal and Ethical Responsibilities
Residents were reminded of the importance of lawful, humane deterrent methods, the proper
channels for reporting illegal activities, and the serious consequences of feeding or harming
baboons. Instances of residents using paintball markers illegally in the Simon’s Town area were
reported to the authorities, as well as an incidence of a resident throwing large rocks at  
baboons in Imhoff’s Gift.

Protecting Property and Infrastructure
Guidance was shared on how to safeguard vulnerable fixtures such as gutters, cables, satellite
dishes, and outdoor lighting in order to reduce the risk of baboon‑related damage.

Long-Term Strategies
Community discussions explored sustainable interventions, including strategic fencing,
improved waste management, and population control measures, all aimed at supporting
healthy baboon populations over time.

Understanding Baboon Ecology
Residents gained insights into troop dynamics, behaviour and ecology to deepen awareness
and encourage cooperative approaches to conflict mitigation.

Baboon-Proofing Measures
Tailored advice was offered to households and businesses on strengthening baboon‑proofing,
with consideration for property‑specific challenges and financial limitations.

Clarifying Misunderstandings
The Cape Baboon Partnership addressed common misconceptions by explaining operational
challenges, outlining management limitations, and sharing updates on current strategies.

Reducing Attractants
Community members were urged to secure or limit attractants such as fruit trees, pet food,
vegetable gardens, compost bins, and household waste in order to discourage baboon visits.

Management Tools
Standard operating procedures for tools like paintball markers and bear bangers were
explained to ensure transparency and build public understanding of their purpose and use.
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viii Supporting Information | Stakeholder Engagement

Community Engagement
Ongoing one‑on‑one conversations with residents, business owners, and other local
stakeholders to help build trust, encourage open dialogue, and promote community‑driven
approaches to managing human-baboon conflict.

Vineyard Partnerships
Cooperation with Groot Constantia, Klein Constantia, and Buitenverwachting vineyards to
improve baboon management in the Tokai and Constantia regions.

Mitigation of Electrical Infrastructure
Regular inspections of electrical poles and transformers are carried out to reduce the risk of
baboon electrocutions. Where needed, the City’s Electricity Department applies grease to
high‑risk poles as a temporary measure until permanent solutions are implemented.

Coordination with Management Authorities
Consistent communication with the Cape Peninsula Baboon Management Joint Baboon
Operational Team (CPBMJBOT) and Task Team (CPBMJTT) ensures accurate reporting,
alignment, and coordinated decision making for troops overseen by the Cape Baboon
Partnership.

Waste Management Collaboration
Working closely with the City’s Solid Waste Management Department helps to address delays
in waste collection. Prompt removal of refuse reduces food availability, discourages baboons
from lingering in residential areas, and lowers the risk of conflict.

Engagement with the S.A. Navy
Regular discussions with Navy representatives focus on identifying and reducing attractants
on naval properties, with the aim of developing long‑term solutions.

Baboon Welfare Partnership
Collaboration with the Cape of Good Hope SPCA ensures that injured or ill baboons receive
timely veterinary care, reinforcing a shared commitment to animal welfare.



ix

TROOP MORTALITY EVENT

Tokai Troop (TK) One juvenile died from infanticide.

Supporting Information | Mortalities & Other Welfare Concerns

The tables below list the mortalities and significant welfare incidents known to the CBP this month. We try
our best to determine the root cause of mortality by conducting a thorough investigation and consulting
with communities, independent vets and the SPCA. However, in some instances we are unable to determine
the cause of death. Similarly, on occasion, individuals may go missing from their troop and carcasses may not
be found. For this reason, mortality records may not include all possible mortalities. In the event of clear
welfare violations or unlawful actions, we provide all relevant information to the appropriate authorities
within the Cape Peninsula Baboon Management Joint Task Team (CBPMJTT), who have the mandate to
pursue enforcement and, where necessary, legal action in terms of applicable legislation.

Connecting communities, authorities, and the environment for the adaptive management of baboons.

TROOP WELFARE CONCERN

Slangkop Troop (SK)

Adult male SK13 was captured and examined for a
persistent wound on his cheek that was suspected to
be a tooth root abscess. No dental disease was
found but x-rays revealed numerous pellets, one of
which was likely to have caused the abscess. He
was treated at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA and
returned to the troop the following day. He has since
made a full recovery.

Seaforth Troop (SF)

Adult female SFF1 sustained injuries from a dog
attack. We monitored her recovery alongside the
Cape of Good Hope SPCA. She did not require
capture and has since made a full recovery.
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